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ICC pull out by Africa in the near future would be 

‘a shame’  

Harare – A Ugandan judge of the International Court of Jus-

tice (ICJ), Justice Julia Sebutinde said it would be a shame if 

the African Union (AU) Heads of State and Government suc-

cumbed to the influence of countries that detest and are 

opposed to international courts, including Zimbabwe, by 

pulling out of the International Criminal Court (ICC). 

 

Justice Sebutinde, made 

these remarks in Harare 

last week where she de-

cried the flopped attempts 

by some leaders within the 

AU late this year to drag 

the continental body out 

of the war crimes and 

crimes against humanity 

“court of last resort”, on 

the flaunted pretext of 

being an anti-imperialist 

vanguard. 

 

“It’s a shame for Africa, I am sorry to say,” Justice 

Sebutinde said, especially when Africa has “no alter-

native and strong institutions”, where the victims of 

brutal war crimes and crimes against humanity can 

seek refuge. 

“Yet we are the ones sitting with these victims that 

have absolutely nowhere to turn to except the ICC, 

and we are denying them that.” 

 

The experienced judge urged Zimbabwean civil society, and 

other delegates to the discussion forum meant to celebrate 

the centenary of the ICJ, to “stand up and be counted” in 

defense of the international court system, as it was beneficial 

to the victims of war crimes and 

crimes against humanity in the ab-

sence of national remedies. 

 

In any case, Sebutinde highlighted that 

the grouping that was supposed to 

have considered any African pull out 

from the ICC was not the AU, but the 

assembly of the 38 African states that 

signed to the Rome Statute. 

 

Ironically, Zimbabwe known for its 

oppositional stance against the ICC has 

also been at the forefront of disman-

tling of the SADC Tribunal, after it lost 

human rights violation cases before the tribunal.  
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Meanwhile, Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta and Deputy William Ruto, who have been at the forefront of condemning the ICC, 

have pending cases before the court, after being linked to widespread election violence in the Rift Valley in 2007. 

This has raised suspicions that those who are against the ICC are afraid of facing justice according to analysts. 

 

Zimbabwe has also been antagonistic towards the international justice system, after losing several human rights violation cases at 

the African Commission on Human and People’s Rights (ACHPR) since 2004.  

 

Analysts have suggested that the country’s disinclination to sign the Rome Statute, which establishes the ICC, could emanate from 

fears that it could open a can of worms of unclosed chapters of human rights violations – including the Gukurahundi – that hap-

pened since its independence from Great Britain in 1980. 

 

A local independent newspaper recently reported that the many victims of state sponsored election violence, which occurred in  

Zimbabwe in June 2008, were still yearning for justice to no avail five years on. 

 

Interestingly, Zimbabwe is also rumored to be hiding people who are wanted in other countries for crimes against humanity such 

as the deposed Ethiopian dictator, Mengistu Haille Mariam, who was prominent leader of the military junta in his country between 

1974 and 1991, believed to be living in a state mansion under guard in Harare’s Gunhill suburb. 

 

The Ugandan ICJ judge, Sebutinde, who has personally seen maimed victims, including children, of militias such as warlord, Joseph 

Kony’s Lord Resistance Army (LRA), and has been involved with the Sierra Leone crimes court, said it was inhumane to cover up for 

war crimes, or protect the perpetrators. 

“When does the argument arise to the point of saying I am pulling out, or I am not going to hand over so and so who is 

accused?” she asked.  

 

This was in reference to a statement by some Ugandan politicians, reportedly saying they would not hand over Kony to the ICC, 

even if he was arrested. 

“I think we must scratch our souls as Africans,” the judge implored. “Really, have we taken our eyes off the ball – the ball 

meaning justice for the victims? 

“To suggest to me that something has happened that can cause a country to say we are not handing over Joseph Kony, you 

need to convince me that there is an alternative where Joseph Kony can go for trial. 

“Short of that, it is impunity by another name.” 

 

Sebutinde said those who criticize the ICC purportedly for targeting Africans were either misinformed, or were deliberately being 

insincere, as the court has been invited to the majority of the African cases by Africans themselves, after realizing their internal 

incapacities to deal with them. 

“The ICC is a court of last resort,” she said. “The court of first resort ought to be at home. 

“The trials that are being held at the ICC except one were all referred by the African countries.”  
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Harare – MORE than 500 of human rights activists, belonging to the Zimbabwe Human Rights Association (Zimrights), Zimba-
bwe Lawyers for Human Rights (ZLHR) and the Artists for Democracy in Zimbabwe (ADZT) on Friday, December 6 commemo-
rated the International Human Rights Day in Harare. 
 
 
The placard-waving and singing activists marched along Samora Machel Avenue, past the High Court, the Munhumutapa Build-
ing, which houses the offices of President Robert Mugabe, and the new Government Complex, which houses the Ministry of 
Justice, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs. 
 
 
The International Human Rights Day which falls today, Tuesday, December 10 is commemorated under the theme, “20 Years 
Working for Your Rights,” in celebration of two decades of the establishment of the Office of the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, and the Vienna Declaration and Program of Action. 
 

 
Addressing the assembled activists, just 
before the march started at Harare Gar-
dens, ZLHR Board chairperson, Selby Hwa-
cha, said human rights defenders were 
not “enemies of the state”, but critical 
stakeholders in the protection and pro-
motion of the rights of Zimbabweans.  
 
“Over the years, we have worked for the 
recognition and respect for the rights of 
the people in Zimbabwe under very diffi-
cult and trying circumstances,” Hwacha 
said.  
 
“We will not tire until the culture of digni-
ty and human rights, is entrenched at all 
levels of society by everyone, and in all 
institutions, public and also private. 

 
“As we continue with efforts to achieve our goal, we are mindful that a rights-based approach is at the core of social 
and economic development. 
 
“Indeed, we welcome the adoption of the new Constitution with an expansive Bill of Rights. 
 
“However, the promise of a new Constitution will not be realized if this charter itself, and the respect for its protection, 
are at its most vulnerable, and are in need of protection. 
 
“Public confidence in the constitution and democratic framework for the realization of the ultimate hope of citizens to 
enjoy meaningful and fulfilling lives is lost if the status quo subsists.” 
 
 
 

In a speech read on his behalf, Zimrights chairperson, Everson Ndlovu, applauded the human rights defenders in Zimbabwe.  
 

“I take this opportunity to salute the work of Zimrights members, women and men in civil society, in rural and urban 
communities, in the media, in the government and in the private sector who actively engage in work that promotes 
and protects the rights of others in a peaceful manner,” Ndlovu said. 
 

Civil society commemorates Human Rights Day 

The activists marching along Samora Machel Avenue 
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Zimrights will officially honor outstanding human rights defenders in various sectors at a ceremony in Bulawayo on December 
12. 
 
The Association commended the setting up of the Human Rights Commission (HRC), and pledged to work with its commission-
ers, saying, “Zimbabwe has experienced violence and gross human rights abuses that have left the nation scared.”  
 

“Whether we take reference in our culture, values or from the principles confined in the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights, it is the responsibility of everyone to promote and protect these rights,” Ndlovu added. 

Socioeconomic justice issues take centre stage at  

International Human Rights Day 

WITH water shortages having been a topical issue over the past months, Artists for Democracy in Zimbabwe Trust (ADZT) 
brought a focused angle to this year’s International Human Rights Day campaign held on Friday 6 December in Harare.  
 
 
Women activists carried empty buckets labeled “water is life” on their heads, and laid emphasis on the right to “safe, clean 
and portable water” as outlined in Section 77 of the new Constitution. 
 
 
ADZT Director Mehluli Dube said: “We realize that amongst the rights people are deprived of, or that people should have ac-
cess to, water comes up tops as a basic human right, and we realize that water is life. 
 

“We draw inspiration, as we commemorate the United Nations International Human Rights Day from the late Nelson 
Rolihlahla ‘Madiba’ Mandela, a prominent leader and one of Africa’s greatest human rights icons.” 
 

 
The international commemorations on sched-
uled for today, Tuesday 10 December, will 
also mark the end of the 16 Days of campaign-
ing against gender based violence, which be-
gan on November 25, which is the Interna-
tional Day of the Elimination of Violence 
against Women. 
 
“Our campaign chose women particularly be-
cause women are at the epicenter of bearing 
the brunt of fetching water when the taps are 
dry,” Dube said.  
 
 
“We chose thirty-three women, because we 
realize its thirty-three years down the line 
since independence, and women in the capital 
city are still carrying water buckets on their 
heads.” 

 
 
Most notably, this year’s commemorations come as the world received news of the passing on of one of the most respected 
icons in the fight for human rights and justice, former South African president, Nelson Mandela, on December 5.  
 

“Poverty is not an accident,” Mandela once remarked. “Like slavery and apartheid, it is man-made and can be re-
moved by the actions of human beings.” 
 

 

The activists marched past the High Court 
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The event on Friday emphasized on the need for the Zimbabwean government to uphold socio-economic rights in line with the 
new Constitution.    
 
 
Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights (ZLHR) decried populist policies, lack of proper planning, and implementation of policies 
such as demolitions and arbitrary evictions, which “undercut the gains that have been made towards economic development”. 
 
 
Low education standards, high unemployment, uncertainty in the industrial sector, brain drain and poor provision of basic ser-
vices such as water and electricity were also raised by rights lawyers as issues of concern.  
 
 
The International Human Rights Day was first commemorated in 1950 as a way of celebrating and drawing the world‘s atten-
tion to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1945, probably the most important rights covenant in human history. 

Machisa wins Director of the Year award 

 

THE Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) Chairperson, Okay Machisa, who is the director of Zimbabwe Human Rights Association 
(Zimrights), has won the prestigious 2013 Director of the Year Award offered by the apex body National Association of Non-
governmental Organisations (NANGO). 

 
 
NANGO Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Cephas Zinhumwe confirmed that 
Machisa had scooped the prize in recognition of his multifaceted excellence, 
including his work in promoting human rights in the country. 
 
 
“This year we gave the director of the year award to Okay Machisa,” Zinhum-
we said. “The reason for that, I am told by the judges, is that he managed to 
secure his organisation, Zimrights, it is more stable now than the time he took 
over in many respects including funding. 
 
 
“There is creativity in the way he does his programming. He also stood up to 
support NANGO in a number of ways. 
 
“The human rights sector is one of the most difficult sectors. He has managed 
to push the frontiers of human rights in Zimbabwe, even with his work as the 
chairperson of Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition. 
 
“We also investigated his relationship with his staff because you cannot be a 
good director without having a good relationship with staff.” 
 
 

Machisa in an extensive interview with the Crisis Report said he was pleasantly surprised by the honor conferred upon him, 
recounting his journey as a human rights defender, dating back from his days in the labour movement and arts industry. 
 
 
Speaking of his role as the chairperson of Crisis, Machisa said:  
 

“We still believe that the politicians came to an agreement at one time  after realizing that there was a crisis in Zimba-
bwe.  
 
“So the relevance of Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is still there. The crisis of governance, the crisis of human rights, and 

The Director of the Year Trophy 
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the crisis of democracy in Zimbabwe is still embedded within the culture of our governance.   
 

“Therefore, we think this award is coming in at a time when people appreciate that the Coalition’s duty has always 
been recognized in Zimbabwe, regionally and internationally.” 
 

 
The nomination for the ward came from various provinces, and the announcement of the winner took place at a Directors’ 
Summer School in Kariba this December.  
 
 
NANGO gives 10 awards every year to outstanding heads of civil society organisations from different sectors, including those 
that are engaged in poverty alleviation, governance, community work, and those who would have excelled in preparing their 
stands during NGO expos. 
 
 

According to Zinhumwe, “The major reason is to encourage our directors to attain a certain level of excellence in their 
work. 
 
“Our work goes beyond management and leadership to dealing with such issues as poverty alleviation at a national 
scale.” 

 
 
To lend credence to the assertion that the human rights sector is a bumpy road in Zimbabwe, this year’s best director, Machi-
sa, was not an exception to the uncomfortable ride. 
 
 
In January 2013, Machisa was the subject of a sensational police chase from details, who were accompanied by sniffer dogs 
and wielded AK47 assault rifles to a Zimrights staff meeting in Nyanga on allegations of publishing, or communicating false-
hoods detrimental to the state. 
 
 
The government alleged that he had connived in manufacturing fake voter registration slips for the harmonized elections that 
took place in July, leading to his arrest and detention for two weeks on the charges drawn from Section 31 (a) (iii) the Criminal 
Law (Codification and Reform) Act. 
 
 
Machisa and education programs officer, Leo Chamahwinya, were only cleared of the charges in June, a few weeks to the polls.  

Zimbabwe has ‘pockets of crisis’, says Machisa 

BORN on 30 September 1970 in Chirimhanzu as a last child in a family 

of 10, Okay Machisa, has trod a long path of leadership from early on 

in his life, which has culminated in him this month being honored with 

the National Association of Non-governmental Organisations 

(NANGO) Director of the Year Award for 2013. The Crisis Report 

caught up with Machisa, who is the Zimrights Director and the Crisis 

in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) chairperson to hear how he received the 

news, and his views pertaining human rights work in Zimbabwe. 

Q: You have been chosen as the Director of the Year. How did you 

receive the news? 

 

A: The award has come as a shock to me, but also with excitement. I 

never thought at one time I would be considered as a director that has 
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been very outstanding in the leadership within the organisations, within the NGO sector in Zimbabwe. I accept and 

welcome the award with excitement, and happiness. And the recognition of that work was, of course, seen through 

me, but I dedicate the award to the team of Zimrights.  

 

Q:  Could you briefly trace your history as a human rights defender? When did the journey start? 

A: I think I started when I was a student in 1991, when I was at Bondolfi Teachers College. I was within the SRC, and I was 

the Secretary General of the Student Representative Council, and that alone can show you that it’s a basis of fighting 

for the rights of the students. At that time the teachers were earning a lot of respect within the Zimbabwean society, 

and I am sure that they are still earning that respect... I participated in a number of issues that we were fighting, ma-

nipulation of people’s rights. I joined PTUZ, and then I qualified as a teacher. I joined ZIMTA as well, but I became 

more vibrant within PTUZ, and that’s when we were fighting for the rights of the teachers. From there, that’s when I 

realized I can even fight for the rights of the people of my country using arts. I entered into what we called Zimbabwe 

Association of Music Educators (ZAME) because I am a fully trained music educator. I went formally to school to do 

that for two years. From there, I moved on to another platform of getting into the arts, but now using theatre and 

film. So you discover that, I then was employed by Rooftops promotions as a programs manager. There I was pushing 

the agenda of promoting rights through music, through theatre, through arts…Then I left Rooftop after I had founded 

Artists for Democracy in Zimbabwe Trust (ADZT), and became the founding director – that was in 2006. In 2006, that 

is also the time that I joined Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition as a consultant, but became a full time employee in 2007. 

But when I was a consultant with Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition, I was full-time with Artists for Democracy in Zimbabwe 

Trust. Then from there, you know, with Crisis you would do a lot of things, and then I found myself in 2008, as the 

director of Zimrights. I have participated in a quite number of local, regional and international platforms in terms of 

pushing the agenda of human rights in Zimbabwe, and I seat in a number of boards, and these organisations also push 

for the rights of Zimbabweans. I have done quite a number of things, received also a number of awards that include 

coming up with the Most Compelling Idea of the Year this year with Bulawayo Agenda. We received that award which 

is there. I want to tell you that it is my pleasure to say the team of Zimrights has done extremely well. In 2010, we 

received the best award during Zimbabwe International Film Festival. We created a documentary called Article 7, 

which was talking about how people would want healing to take place in the communities, and that documentary got 

the first prize. So we have received quite much recognition within the fight to have the rights of the people recog-

nized. 

 

Q:  What inspired you? 

A: Some of the things that one is engaged in might not be reflective of what one would do at the end. So when I was a 

student leader, I didn’t know that I would become the leader of an organization like Zimrights, also that I would be 

recognized as the director of the year. But what is important is that I had passion in what I was doing as a student 

leader that time, and at a Catholic college, I had realized that it was very important at that time to be very vocal, and 

don’t forget that I also was a national president of an organisation called Young Christian Students (YCS) around 1992, 

or 1993. You also discover that in YCS you were talking about young Christian students’ rights; you are talking about 

how Christian you would want to be. I am cultured as a Christian, I believe in creating more friends than enemies. 

 

Q:  This award comes after what was arguably a difficult year for you and Zimrights, seeing you were hunted by the po-

lice around this time last year, in December, and you were incarcerated in mid-January for two weeks on charges 

that you were cleared of in June. What was it like going through that experience? 

A: Well, that experience I saw it coming. I anticipated every time that when you are in the field of human rights people 

perceive you as a person who fights for opposition politics from the other angle. Because I think in Zimbabwe we are 

very unfortunate that we have always had a government that is not very proactive when it comes to promoting fun-

damental rights of the people. What I went through is a prize to pay when a government does not want to be ex-

posed. So at the end of the day, you will find that when we expose the dirty work that probably the government will 

be doing that time, you might be labeled then that you are fighting from the opposition politics sector, which is not it. 

And for me I think it gave me a lot of courage, it gave me a lot of confidence, and it gave me power actually to be vo-

cal because there is nothing that is different from what ever we have experienced in jail. Nothing has changed, but 

when you get there for the good cause you come out very strong, you come out very confident, you come out with a 

lot of vigor that you would want to proceed to protect, defend the rights of the people of Zimbabwe. That’s exactly 



8 

what I became. I became very strong. Even if you trace the way I am now doing my human rights activities, I am much 

more closer to a common person in Zimbabwe, and I do not fear whether it’s a government, it’s a minister, it’s a 

member of parliament, or it’s anybody within the set-up of our country, who is causing unhappiness to the people, 

we will always name and shame. 

 

Q:  Do you think the award vindicates you and your work with Zimrights? 

A: Well, I don’t think it comes to vindicate, but it comes to promote the work that Zimrights and myself have been doing. 

It is coming to augment that, to say look, there is recognition that Zimrights is doing something. That the director of 

Zimrights has got a team that is able to do work that can be recognized, even with any other person who is in the ru-

ral areas, who is the town, who is out there in the region, or internationally. So it’s recognition that Zimrights is there, 

and it is having meaningful impact in the communities. I think that is much more relevant; I think it actually showcases 

that we are there. There is nobody who can give an award when you are not doing anything. I am yet to find out an 

organisation, or an event where people are acknowledged for doing nothing. 

 

Q:  The award comes at a time when you are chairperson of Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition. How has your role in the Coa-

lition enabled your vision? 

A: As a chairperson of Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition, I feel honored that we are where we are as a country because we 

have been in a big struggle to ensure that some pockets of democracy are realized in Zimbabwe. The fundamental 

duty of Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is to see democracy and human rights being observed by any government that 

takes power. And we still have a number of crisis pockets that need to be addressed as a matter of urgency. We still 

believe that the politicians went into agreeing at one time after realizing that there was a crisis in Zimbabwe. So the 

relevance of Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is still there. The crisis of governance, the crisis of human rights, and the 

crisis of democracy in Zimbabwe is still embedded within the culture of our governance.  Therefore, we think this 

award is coming in at a time where people can realize that the Coalition’s duty has always been realized in Zimbabwe, 

regionally and internationally. If I was not leading the Coalition in the proper direction, with the agenda of seeing de-

mocracy and human rights respect, I could not have even associated myself with that organisation, neither NANGO 

could have identified me as the director of the year if we have not been doing that work. 

 

Q:  NANGO says one of the considerations in their award was your relationship with staff. What is the secret to Zim-

rights’ success? 

A: The way to lead a team is you need to be prepared to be led, and you need to have good listening skills, and you need 

to respect your officers, and you need to understand that when we are in fighting for the rights of the people, the 

same staff has got their own rights. So you should mitigate their challenges as well as community challenges. You 

should realize that the sector of human rights in Zimbabwe is just complex. So when you have people volunteering to 

work in a human rights organisation, you need to tread with caution, and you need to respect those people, the best 

solution to have the team intact is communication, respect them, give them an ear, and delegate where you are sup-

posed to be delegating. I can’t be doing everything. So I think the team of Zimrights is well aware that we become a 

team when we listen to each other, we become a team when we carry out our mandates prescribed by our job de-

scriptions, and no one is interfering with someone, but supervision is important, we always supervise. For me, I think I 

have the best team ever. 

 

Q:  What is your message to other human rights defenders? 

         A:  What is important as of now is that the journey of respect of human rights, and upholding of international best prac

 tices of leading an organisation like Zimrights is solely based on good networking, create more friends than enemies, 

 be humble, and try to be as you as possible. I am the Machisa who can get into the communities and equate myself 

 with the activities that are taking place in Tsholotsho, in Uzumba, in Nkayi, in Marange. I am not a Machisa who is 

 perceived as if when I get into the communities, I cannot go and fit. I lead a grassroots organisation, and therefore, 

 my values should also apply to a grassroots set-up, or should be a person of the people.  
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Harare – GENDER issues advocacy group, Katswe Sisterhood, has resorted to targeting the motoring public in the capital city 

with its message of peace and love both at household level and in the community during this year’s 16 Days of Activism against 

gender based violence. 

 

The Coordinator, Talent Jumo, said in a bid to engage the working 

class, which is normally a difficult section of society to target during 

community meetings because of the busy work routines, Katswe Sister-

hood has resorted to distributing fliers and talking to the motoring 

public at major entry roads to the Central Business District (CBD). 

 

“We have seen that during community meetings we are leav-

ing behind those who would be in the offices at work,” Jumo 

said. 

“So this year we are trying to reach out to them as they drive 

to work at major road intersections.” 

Over 200 activists have been volunteering daily to be at the road intersections since Monday, December 2, Jumo said.  

 

The Crisis Report on Wednesday, December 4 caught up with some of the campaigners as they distributed fliers and talked to 

motorists and commuter omnibus passengers at the busy intersection of Samora Machel and Rotten Row roads on the West-

ern side of Harare. 

 

Ellen Mucheki, 46, who is married and is a mother of six, said it was imperative for people to resolve domestic conflicts 

through dialogue instead of resorting to violence. 

“Tirikuti pane zvatinogona kukanganisirana mudzimba, torega kurovana totaurirana nemuromo (We are saying there 

are things that we may disagree about in the home, but we should not resort to violence, and try to resolve them 

through dialogue),” Mucheki said. 

“Umwe ane nyaya inoda lawyer asi mari hapana; pane office iripo yeKatswe Sisterhood tinouya totauririrana. (A per-

son might have a case that needs a lawyer; we are saying they can come to our office at Katswe Sisterhood so that we 

talk about those issues.)” 

 

The group of women in orange T-shirts, covering their heads from the glaring sun with orange head cloths, was as persuasive 

as the newspaper vendors and other commodity advertisers, who take advantage of the brief stoppage of the motoring public 

caused by the traffic lights, to talk and transact with clients. 

 

Katswe Sisterhood takes outreach to motoring public 
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Distributing the small orange fliers inscribed with the succinct three-pronged message, “SMILE”, “BREATHE LOVE”, and “EXHALE 

PEACE”, as well as a smiling basic illustration of a human face, the women also took the opportunity to briefly talk to the motor-

ists. 

 

Evelyn Musindo, 38, who professed to being a happily married woman blessed with adolescent twins, said people could only live 

a healthy life if love and peace prevailed in the homes. 

“Kana uchishungurudzwa zvinhu zvako hazviendeke, but ukawana rudo mukati meupenyu zvinoendeka even mari iri 

shoma. (If you are being harassed your life will not be pleasant, but if you are happy everything will be pleasant even if 

money is not enough),” Musindo said. 

“Tinozviziva mari irikunetsa sezvo zvinhu zvakaoma. (We know money is scarce as things are difficult in the country). 

“Rudo hatisi kuruwana madzimai, vana baba havasi kuwana rudo, ivo vana varikushungurudzwa. (Women are not being 

given adequate love by their spouses, men are not being given adequate love by their spouses and children are being 

harassed.)” 

 

Musindo said infidelity among couples was the major contributor to the high levels of domestic violence in the country.  

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  


